Dendritic cells and the immunopathogenesis of systemic lupus erythematosus.
Over the last decade, the role of dendritic cells (DCs) in the immunopathogenesis of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) has become apparent. As unique mediators of both tolerance and immunity, aberrant myeloid and plasmacytoid DC function can promote autoimmune responses via a number of mechanisms and proinflammatory pathways. This review provides an overview of DC function, the potential role of DCs in promoting autoimmune responses in SLE, and how other abnormalities in lupus can lead to an enhanced engagement of DCs in immune responses. How medications used to treat SLE and other autoimmune conditions may exert effects on DCs is also explored.